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INSIDE THIS ISSUE: News, views and coming events from around the diocese 

As the Holy Year of Mercy draws to a 
close, we can reflect on a year of jubilees 
and ordinations. The Church has celebrated 
Life, Families and Children, Young People, 
Marriage, Single People, Parents, Grand-
parents, Teachers, Catechists, Vocations, 
the Sick and Elderly and the Holy Souls. 
It has been an opportunity for us to renew 
our faith and rededicate our lives to God’s 
love and mercy.

Throughout the Year of Mercy we have 
seen a renewed response to God’s call to 
a life of service in the priesthood, deaco-
nate and religious life. Deacon Ron Wylie 
was ordained and now serves with Fr Jim 
Walls at St Pius X, Dundee; other new dea-
cons are  Kris Jablonski who is serving in St 
Mary Magdalene’s and St John the Baptist’s, 
Perth and Harry Schnitker who continues 
his ministry with the Prison Service; Sr So-
benna took her final vows as she joins the 
Sisters of the Immaculate Heart of Mary at 
Lawside.  Fr Ninian Doohan was ordained 
to the priesthood and was appointed to 
serve in the Immaculate Conception, 
Lochee, as assistant priest to MgrAldo An-
gelosanto. (photos pages 6-7)

Developing Catholic Education, Mrs 
Mary O’Duffin was appointed as Pastoral 
Education Development Coordinator in 
the diocese. She will work with schools and 
parishes, supporting, encouraging and pro-
viding faith formation opportunities. 

Currently in Dunkeld diocese there are 
two young men enquiring about the priest-
hood and a third Andrew Marshall, who is 
in the fourth year of his studies at St Mary’s 
College, Oscott. We keep each of them in 
our prayers as they discern their vocation.

At the end of this Holy Year of Mercy we 
may be closing the Holy Door but it is clear 
that there are new windows of opportunity 
opening in our diocese.

As Holy Year door closes
new windows are opening
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300 people were entertained by Dundee’s 
Cecilian Choir, directed by Sheriff Kevin 
Veal, at a concert in Blairgowrie Town Hall.

 
The musicians were invited by St Ste-

phen’s parish as part of a series of ambitious 
fund raising activities to renovate their 
church, a Pugin designed building first 
opened in 1856. 

 The choir is no stranger to the town, in-
deed, when it was first formed over 50 years 
ago, Blairgowrie was chosen for its second 
ever concert. 

The soloist for the evening was Collete 
Ruddy who ably performed classical and 
Scottish airs engaging with the whole audi-
ence around the packed auditorium.

Fr Gregory Umunna, parish priest, ac-
knowledged that there was a great wealth 
of support for the cause, with parishion-
ers and friends gathering from Blairgow-
rie, Alyth, Coupar Angus, Perth, Dundee, 
Pitlochry, Forfar, Kirriemuir and from Fife 
and beyond. The event raised almost £3000 
for their appeal which is also being backed 
by Lottery funding.

Sounding the right note for Blairgowrie church

Mgr Basil O’Sullivan, Parish Priest at the 
Holy Family, Dunblane, celebrated a re-
markable 60 years of priesthood earlier this 
summer. Many tributes were paid to his 
years of service throughout the diocese and 
also to All Hallows College, Dublin, the 
college which trained so many other Irish 
priests whose mission took them to every 
continent.

On All Saints Day, 2016, the college 
closed its doors and its buildings have now 
become a part of Dublin University. It was 
founded in 1842 by a curate, and must have 
sent between 300 and 400 priests to Scot-
land  over the past century and a half, thus 
making quite a contribution to the Church 
in Scotland. A steady trickle came to Dun-
keld, perhaps up to 100 priests over the 
years.  

There are still two ‘All Hallows’ men left 
in our diocese - Mgr O’Sullivan and Fr 
Tony McCarthy, Our Lady of Good Coun-

sel, Broughty Ferry, who is about to cele-
brate his own 60 years of priestly service in 
the diocese of Dunkeld. 

In thanksgiving for his own priestly years 
Mgr O’Sullivan decided to write a history 
of his old college, as the curtain finally falls.  
“I thought that, while there are a few of the 
old priests still around, I wanted to tell the 
story while it can still be told, and before it 
is too late. It is quite a story of sacrifice and 
zeal for the Lord. 

Many priests went from Dublin to Sac-
ramento, California and there was a keen 
interest there for an updated history of the 
college. Mgr O’Sullivan’s contact in Sacra-
mento, an archivist, was able to enhance 
the presentation with some informative 
photos.” 

Copies have been sent to all parishes and 
the  publication is now available, to read or 
download, from Dunkeld Diocese’s website.

All Hallows College closes but 
its legacy continues in Dunkeld 
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The inaugural meeting of the Council of 
the Laity for the diocese of Dunkeld took 
place in the St Ninian Pastoral Institute, 
Lawside Road, Dundee on  Saturday 3rd 
September 2016, with Bishop Stephen Rob-
son in attendance.  

With Fr James H High, Vicar-Episcopal 
for the Laity in the Chair and Fr James Mc-
Cruden of St Joseph the Worker, Callander 
as Vice-Chair, the Council consisted, for 
this inaugural meeting of twenty three rep-
resentatives of societies, organisations, and 
groups. 

Following an introduction by Father 
Leszek Wiecaszek of St Joseph’s, Dundee, 
the Council adopted as its patron, St Vin-
cent Pallotti (1795-1850). Born in Rome, he 
founded the Society of the Catholic Apos-
tolate which is considered as the forerun-
ner of Catholic Action.

The council opened and closed with 
prayer - the essential beginning and ending 
of every undertaking, as St Vincent Pallotti 
wrote: “the practice of holy prayer is most 
necessary ...... A Christian without prayer 
is a person without reason..... A missionary 
without prayer is a soldier without a sword 
..... In all my works may it always be Jesus 
Christ who lives and acts in me”.

The Council discussed inter supportive 
action in the diocese, eg. volunteer drivers 
providing transportation to and from hos-

the words of St Vincent Pallottii: “….. by the 
grace of God, our lives, words and deeds 
will be works of God’s mercy”.

The members of the Council of Laity 
hope to extend the Good News to other 
people and to deepen the Good News with-
in their own lives.

pital and transporting the aged or infirm to 
events in the diocese which they would not, 
otherwise, be able to attend.

Other issues discussed included the con-
tinuing development of the Pastoral Insti-
tute as a place that parishioners throughout 
the diocese would find easy to access, pro-
viding library and repository resources and 
meeting and conference facilities.

Bishop Stephen talked about catechesis, 
pointing out that first there was evangelisa-
tion (baptism and formation in the home) 
which was then developed by catechesis in 
the home and in the school.  

Concerned that after receiving the sac-
raments, children without the support of 
practising parents might drift away from 
the church, Bishop Stephen and Coun-
cil representatives discussed measure for 
catechesis being spread to young people 
throughout the diocese.

The Council will consider everything 
talked about at its inaugural meeting for 
further discussion at the next meeting in 
February 2017. In the meantime any mem-
ber of the Council may forward ideas or 
items for the agenda to the Secretary, Mrs 
Daria McDowall.

Begun during the Year of Mercy pro-
claimed by the Holy Father Pope Francis, 
the Council of the Laity will strive to fulfil 

Dunkeld’s New Council of 
the Laity takes it first steps

Fr Jim High, Vicar Episcopal for the Laity 
with Bishop Stephen at the opening session

New Council of the Laity are joined by 
Bishop Stephen and staff at the St Ninian 

Diocesan Centre
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All parishes have been involved, with 
various levels of intensity, with what are 
traditional mission activities - SCIAF’s 
“wee boxes”, annual missionary appeals, 
Missio’s October collection. We did note 
that there may be a tendency to be less 
interested in groups where there is lit-
tle transparency how funds are spent or 
where there appear to be high costs in 
wages and administration.

The amount of money raised in each par-
ish, if totalled up throughout the Diocese, 
is quite staggering and our charity would 
surprise many.

A special mention needs to be made 
where Catholic Primary or Secondary 
schools exist within a parish. These do a 
tremendous amount of charitable work. 
Perhaps it is not transparent or verbalized 
with pupils that this is missionary activity 
but there is an awareness that this is living 
out their Christianity. 

Where there is a strong and vibrant link 
between and school and parish this mis-
sionary activity involves the same parents 
repeatedly giving and supporting in both 
situations. Missionary, charitable works 
is an intrinsic part of our way of being a 
Catholic school.

  
HOME AND ABROAD

Our charitable activities at home are 
many but often parishes, groups had to be 
provoked, induced to reflect and come to 
the conclusion that all the local initiatives 
they support are part of our missionary 
identity This is often not verbalized as mis-

sionary. There are many activities parishes 
are connected with (adoption group, Food-
banks, Drop In Centre,Thrift Shops) that 
are simply part of our Catholic way of liv-
ing and sharing and are not explicitly un-
derstood as evangelization. This is excellent 
– we just live our faith in a dynamic way. 

EMERGENCY APPEALS

It has to be noted the importance and de-
mand of “pop up” emergency appeals both 
at school and in the parish. People always 
respond generously.

All parishes are missionary and personal 
contact is becoming more important. All 
parishes do the “compulsory collections” 
and campaigns for SCIAF and Missio. All 
parishes do beyond what is asked of them. 

What we strongly observed is that, where 
there is a special direct contact via a known 

person or organization and there exists 
two-way communication people are more 
than generous, feel more aware they are 
Christian and missionary. 

The dialogue between both groups en-
riches not just abroad but at home. If par-
ishes and groups knew of how to make con-
tact directly with needy projects this would 
grow. Many parishes have established this 
contact a long time ago and this personal 
contact is extremely enriching for the par-
ish.  Unfortunately, much of this wonderful 
work is not known of throughout the Dio-
cese. It is Good News but kind of hidden. 

YOUTH MISSION

Traditionally the youth have always been 
involved in parish and school campaigns 
and projects. They have annually supported 
the Diocesan Lourdes Pilgrimage going out 
as volunteer helpers. Some parishes have 

We are Missionary!

We are Evangelizing!

Aid to the Church in Need
SCOTLAND

Apostleship of the Sea
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Bishop Stephen appointed Fr Mike 
Freyne, parish priest at St Bernadette’s, 
Tullibody,  to work with Mission Aware-
ness both for home and overseas mis-
sion. 

Their task is to reach out to such 
groups as Justice & Peace, SVDP, SCIAF, 
Missio, ACN, Apostleship of the Sea. A 
group was formed representative of the 
Diocese. One of his first challenges was 
to collect information from groups and 
parishes to give us a general vision of 
what mission meant in practise for us. 
This ended up being called our “Mission 
Audit” and would be fact finding avoid-
ing naming or comparing parishes. 

Initially a simple questionnaire re-
garding mission activities was sent to all 
parishes asking for the parish priest or 
person (s) indicated by him to fill in and 
return. 

Later the group divided into two 
teams and distributed the various par-
ishes between them. We have made the 
effort to visit them all, and some schools, 
to try and collate enough information to 
put together what the situation is in our 
Diocese. 

Thanks those who received us and 
shared their parish experiences and the 
wealth of charitable activities that are 
energizing our Diocese.

supported individual youths to go out for 
summer experiences in developing nations 
(See Lasallian Project report on page 6).

Parishes have rallied round and although 
expensive it is a life changing experience 
for these youths. They return enriched with 
a missionary spirit. This nearly always en-
riches the parish community on their re-
turn. In our primary schools we need to 
encourage and developed more MISSIO’s 
Missionary Children whose slogan “chil-
dren helping children” can be very engag-
ing.

 
WE NEED TO SHOUT

People are more generous than given 
thanks for. The Catholic community gives 
and evangelizes on far more occasions than 
they give themselves credit.

In this Jubilee Year of Mercy we have reached out to others.
We continue to be compassionate and to support. 

“We are a caring Church”

Catholics give financial support not 
wanting any publicity nor do they reflect 
too much on the fact they are actually evan-
gelizing. When questioned they eventually 
articulate we are evangelizing and being 
missionary both at home and overseas. 
However, they do not announce this.

Mission, sharing, caring is simply part 
of “being Catholic”, part of who we are. We 
do it because we are Catholic members of a 
Church that walks in the footsteps of Jesus. 
It is normal, part of our religious DNA.
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During the summer, I spent an 
amazing five weeks in Tanza-
nia in a town called Hagafilo, 

near Njombe with 11 amazing young 
people from across the UK, we quickly 
became a family and together, a part of 
the Lasallian Developing World Project.                                                                                                                       
LDWP is a charity which sends groups 
of young people to more deprived areas 
of the world in order to help with erect-
ing an educational building, which then 
could be served by the local community.  

For five weeks, six days a week I had the 
pleasure of working and getting to know a 
few of the locals who were helping at the 
building site. Those people were incredible. 
They were extremely strong and worked all 
day long without stopping, no matter what 
age they were. Getting to know them was 
a wonderful part of the experience. Even 
though we were faced with a language bar-
rier, and I didn’t know a lot of Swahili (the 
local language), that did not stop us from 
becoming good friends. I realised after a 
while that we understood each other, with-
out having to verbally communicate.  

 
We spent a lot of our time at the build-

ing site, from 8am to 1pm and then from 
2pm to 5pm. At times, the building site 
was tough physically but also emotionally. 
At those moments you look around, and 
quickly realize that you’re in Africa and 
that you’re doing something that matters 
and then you just forget about being tired 
or homesick and get back to work.                                                                                         

Our work consisted of getting 50kg ce-
ment bags, sand and sometimes stones, 
adding water and mixing it to make con-

crete which we then passed to the builders 
for them to use. There were days where we 
had to pass bricks or stones up the ladder 
or clean up the area where we would be 
starting work next. Whatever the builders 
needed us to do, we did it. 

We also had the opportunity to visit 
some amazing places that will stick out in 
our minds forever. One of those places was 
Lake Malawi. It is the third largest lake in 
the African continent where the water is 
amazingly blue 

and the sand is so warm that it’s diffi-
cult to walk on. When we were there, we 
took a two hour trip through a jungle up 
a mountain. We followed a river and after 
a long walk through this magical place, we 
finally got to a lagoon with a mesmerising 
waterfall. When I first saw it I found it hard 
to believe that places this beautiful actually 
exist in our world.   

Many times we also visited our village 
and the local "pub". The people were always 
very smiley, full of happiness and always 
glad to see us there. They would recognise 
and welcome us with open arms. At those 
times, we had the chance to get to know 
them more and have a small taste of their 
beautiful culture. We danced, we laughed 
and enjoyed ourselves. Even though they 
were strangers to us, we felt like we had 
known them all along. 

As a group, we also had the pleasure of 
visiting a deaf school in Njombe and were 
warmly welcomed by the teachers and stu-
dents of the school. We had the chance to 
see how the children were learning English 
through sign language and individually, 
we were given a name in sign language by 
which they would remember us. We also 
had the opportunity to play with the chil-
dren and teach them some of our favourite 
Scottish dances and in return they taught 
us some of their dances. Despite the fact 
that they cannot hear the music, the music 
and the rhythm is deep inside their souls. 

What I thought was incredible was how 
simple things like bubbles or even a balloon 
made them so happy. The way they look at 
life is much different than the way we do 
and I feel like they appreciate little things 

much more. During one of the weekends, 
we visited a very small village, Mhaji, where 
another Lasallian group was doing a teach-
ing project. I visited the local school and 
saw some of the work which the children 
were doing. The class rooms were very 
simple and small for the number of pupils 
that had to fit in them. It was an experience 
which made me appreciate our education 
so much more. 

To think that an unfortunate number of 
children in today’s world still have such 
a difficult time trying to gain a substan-
tial level of education, breaks my heart.                                                                                                      
Outside the school we met a few of the lo-
cal children, and I gave them little bracelets 
which my family and I had made. To see 
big smiles on their faces from such a simple 
thing was truly unforgettable. 

As a group we also sponsored seven lo-
cal students that were the best students 
in the school, but their parents or guard-
ians could not afford school equipment or 
clothes. Every member of the group has 
given something which they brought with 
them as a gift for the children. Football 
strips, pencils, music instruments, toys and 
other things, like new school shoes and 
new jumpers we had bought in the market 
as a donation from us. 

This whole opportunity has been tru-
ley one of the best and most life changing 
things I have ever had the chance to do. I 
can honestly say this experience has helped 
me to look at life from a different perspec-
tive but it also strengthen my faith. There 
are so many things I realized about myself 
and the world I live in while being away, 
which will stay with me forever. I truly real-
ized what’s really important for me. With-
out the help I received from numerous peo-
ple and organizations, including my parish 
and school communities. I would have not 
been able to be a part of this unforgettable 
adventure. You helped me to do something 
that I’ve always dreamed of doing!  So, from 
the bottom of my heart, I THANK YOU!!! 

Angelika was supported by her parish at 
St Bernadette’s, Tullibody; St Modan’s High 
School, Stirling; the Knights of St Columba; 
St Vincent de Paul and Catenian Association

Angelika Gerzok reports

To see big smiles on their faces 
from such a simple thing was 
truly unforgettable...

Lasallian Developing World Projects is a small Christian charity that assist local communities in 
poorer parts of the world to improve their educational facilities. For thirty years, it has helped young 

people from Britain to do voluntary work with local people in developing countries building
classrooms or workshops for the local communities and be involved in the life of the local community
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Dunkeld’s Young Catholics, at the 
entrance to St Ninian’s cave, taking 
part in the National Youth Pilgrimage 
to Whithorn on their return from the 
World Youth Day in Poland.

Mass was celebrated by priests from 
across Scotland led by 92-year-old 
Bishop Taylor who delighted the young 
people, saying that his sermon had been 
abbreviated due to the weather, but had 
been posted in full on the internet.

(Back row L-R) Youth Officer Frankie 
McGuire, Monika Domagalska  (Our 
Lady of Sorrows Dundee), Lily Smith 
(St Pius X Dundee) and Joseph Tay-
lor (St John’s Perth); front row Lauren 
Quinn (Our Lady of Perpetual Succour 
Auchterarder),  Wiktoria Chorostkowska 
(St Paul’s HS, Glasgow) and Lucie Kelly, 
(Ss Peter and Paul Dundee).

The Tea Ladies at St John’s Perth have 
amassed a century of service between them. 
Joan Sweeney (left) and Mary Doogan (right) 
were presented with the Papal Bene Merenti 
Award by Bishop Stephen watched by Fr 
Bogan Palka (far left) along with parish priest, 
Mgr Martin Drysdale and Deacon Len Moir.

At an earlier ceremony, Claire Gallagher, 
also received a Bene Merenti medal - after 50 
years of service as parish organist at St Mary 
Magdalene’s, Perth.

Bene Merenti 
medals for Perth 
parishioners

Youth in good spirits despite torrential rain at Whithorn

Apostleship of the Sea (AoS) were proud 
to mark a truly special occasion as they cel-
ebrated their inaugural Mass in St Andrew’s 
Cathedral, Dundee on Wednesday, 21 Sep-
tember in honour of seafarers worldwide.

Bishop Stephen Robson, the charity’s 
Bishop Promoter for Scotland and princi-
pal celebrant,  joined by several members of 
clergy from the Dunkeld Diocese including 
priests from across the diocese and AoS’ 
port chaplain for northeast Scotland, Doug 
Duncan and other members of the aposto-
late.

It is hoped that this will now become 
an annual occasion and an opportunity to 
highlight the work of the mission.

Apostleship of the Sea Mass in Dundee

Fr Michael Carrie with members of the Aos and seafayers
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Fr Ninian’s first Mass the Immaculate Conception,Lochee A family moment of thanksgiving - with Bishop Stephen

A gift of flowers for his proud mum A packed St Andrew’s Cathedral, Dundee

“The harvest is plenty but the labourers are few.” - Matthew 9:37

For most men who apply to become priests the attraction to ordained ministry will have been with them for some time. 
Perhaps they have been slow to reveal this thought to anyone else and have mulled it over quietly in their own mind...

ORDINATION JOY FOR DUNKELD
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Br Ninian Doohan carries his priestly vestments to his ordination

The litany of saints Dunkeld’s new priest

Priests For Scotland
c/o Bishops’ Conference of Scotland
General Secretariate
64 Aitken Street
Airdrie, ML6 6LT
Email: office@pfs.org.uk
Tel. 01236 767814

Fr Ninian Doohan was born in Glasgow, 
but lived in Australia for 10 years between 
1993 and 2003. He returned to Europe in 
2004 when he entered Religious Life with 
the Canons Regular of Prémontré, the Nor-
bertines, in Manchester but then complet-
ed his studies for the Sacred Priesthood in 
Our Lady’s Abbey of Tongerlo (Belgium). 

On Monday 15th August, Feast of the As-
sumption of Mary, Fr Ninian was ordained 
by Bishop Stephen Robson in St Andrew’s 
Cathedral, Dundee in the presence of his 
family and friends and priests and parish-
ioners from across Scotland - and beyond. 
He has been appointed to serve a assistant 
priest to Mgr Aldo Angelosanto VG at the 
Immaculate Conception Church in Lochee, 
Dundee, and will also serve as the Chaplain 
to the Legion of Mary  in the local parishes 
and at a regional level, as well as to the Latin 
Mass community, which meets fortnightly 
for Mass in St Joseph’s Convent.

The next day, Fr Ninian celebrated his 
First Mass in his new parish, surround-
ed and supported by many of his priestly 
friends. Before him, on the altar, were four 
‘first class’ relics from his semminary - 
Pope St Pius X, St Charles of Mt Argus, St 
Herman-Joseph of Steinfeld and St Teresa 
of the Sacred Heart - each saint influential 
and insapiration in Fr Ninian’s calling to 
the priesthood.

Fr Ninian will also be developing his role 
as diocesan archivist and in the coming 
year he will undertake a distance learning 
Licentiate in Canon Law from the Catholic 
University of Leuven in Belgium. 

The Rt. Rev. Stephen Robson

“The harvest is plenty but the labourers are few.” - Matthew 9:37

For most men who apply to become priests the attraction to ordained ministry will have been with them for some time. 
Perhaps they have been slow to reveal this thought to anyone else and have mulled it over quietly in their own mind...

ORDINATION JOY FOR DUNKELD
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the idea of going to Panama in 2019... some 
amazing things like these can’t ever be for-
gotten.” - Monika Domagalska, St Pius’, 
Dundee.

 
“The WYD experience is something I 

will never forget. The atmosphere was elec-
trifying and it was so heart-warming to see 
all the millions of other people in my age 
group who shared my faith. I made some 
incredible friends along the way whom 
I will always hold close to my heart. Best 
week of my life so far!!” Charis McCrosson, 
St Fillan’s, Crieff.

“I loved it! Such a great experience to 
see the young universal church together 
in such high spirit. It is a trip which I will 
never forget because of the amount of joy, 
culture and enthusiasm for the faith. It 
builds up groups who become like family 
and then are sent back into their diocese to 
live out the joy of the Gospel. So grateful 
for WYD!” - Rachel Murray, Youth Worker, 
NE Dundee Parishes. (see pages 12-13)

“It was a wonderful experience!” - Ruari-
adh Blain, St John’s, Perth.

“Going to Poland for World Youth Day 
was the most incredible experience ever! I 
got to know so many lovely people in our 
group, and I have made friendships which 
I know will last forever. Going to Mass said 
by the Pope with these incredible people is 
one of the most memorable moments of 
my whole life! I am very grateful for World 
Youth Day, and for the friends I made dur-

Mr Frankie McGuire, Dunkeld’s Dioc-
esan Youth Officer, reflects on the recent 
World Youth Day in Krakow, Poland where 
around 200 young Scottish Catholic and 
their bishops joined over 2 million oth-
ers from around the world for a celebra-
tion which culminated in Mass with Pope 
Frances.

 
“It was a pleasure to lead a group of 37 

young people and leaders to Krakow to 
meet the young Church, to pray and to lis-
ten to the Holy Father.  Pope Francis’ mes-
sage is something that I will never forget 
and I plan to use it as a benchmark and a 
challenge for the renewal of youth ministry 
in our diocese.”

 
“Dear young people, we did not come into 

the world to ‘vegetate’…we came for another 
reason: to leave a mark.” (Pope Francis, Kra-
kow WYD 2016)

 
Mr McGuire continues, “If you think you 

can help DYS to empower young people in 
our diocese to ‘leave a mark’ then please 
contact youth-office@dunkelddiocese.org.
uk.  We need time, money, resources and 
a whole lot of prayer if we are going to be 
successful!”

“Thanks to all the amazing people that 
came along for a trip to my home country. 
All I can say is that I had a smashing time, 
and I couldn’t get enough of the party at-
mosphere going all around the group. Like 
everyone, I made some great friends and 
I hope to keep in touch with them. I love 

Dunkeld’s Young Pilgrims gather in Krakow
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ing my time in Poland!” - Lucie Kelly, Ss-
Peter and Paul, Dundee.

“It’s truly awesome to be a part of the 
World Youth Day. I Feel really blessed. 
Young people from all around the world in 
one place and they are amazingly friendly. 
Enjoying the concerts and of course the 
food. Can’t wait for the Pope’s arrival.” - 
Hima Jose, Youth Leader, St John’s Perth.

“It was amazing being held above the 
crowd, seeing everyone who had come to-
gether from different countries having fun 
and joining in praise and worship. It was 
breathtaking!!” - Rebekah Hainey (above), 
St Columba’s, Cupar.

“One of the most amazing experiences of 
my life, being in the presence of the Pope 
with 2 million other youth was incredible” - 
Stephanie Malcolm, Youth leader, St John’s 
Perth.

“It was an amazing experience that I will 
never forget. I have never in my life expe-
rienced so much love, joy, friendship and 
real honest faith in God in one place. It was 
amazing to see so many young people in 
one place, who were not afraid or ashamed 
of their faith. I am grateful that I could be 
part of that thanks to our parish and all pa-
rishioners who have attended fund raising 
events that we had.” - Justyna Jablonska, 
Youth Officer, St John’s Perth.

Dunkeld’s Youth were accompanied by 
Bishop Stephen and Mgr Ken McCaffrey, 
parish priest at Ss Peter and Paul’s, Dundee.

Photos by Paul McSherry



page 12

Sitting cross-legged on the wicker mat on 
the floor, feeling the humid Asian air pass 
through the open chapel doors as I gazed 
at Jesus on the altar, I thought about how 
different the air felt compared to the fresh 
chill of a Scottish breeze.

For eight months I had been learning and 
growing in the love of the Lord through 
youth mission work, prayer, community 
life and studying the Catholic faith at the 
Emmanuel School of Mission in Manila, in 
the Philippines.

It was then that I first experienced the call 
to serve God in youth ministry in Scotland.

There was only seven hours’ time dif-
ference and yet my home town of Dundee 
seemed a world away. It had been so long 
since Scotland felt like my natural habitat.

I was born and bred there, from good 
Catholic parents and the youngest of ten 
brothers and sisters, all of whom were back 
home in Dundee.

Before the Philippines, I lived in London 
for five years, studying and working in the-
atre directing and acting, but the thought 
of leaving this place was heavy on my heart. 
I had lost touch with my faith and with the 
Church during my teenage years.

Now, sitting in front of Jesus, I felt like 
I was safe in a heavenly home. The idea of 
coming back to earth, returning to Dundee, 
a new and different person, challenged me.

Yet, I felt that I was being invited by the 
Lord to take Him back home with me to 
share His love with others— especially with 
young people—and, like the Prophet Jer-
emiah, I would be given the words to say. A 
wise woman once told me that our God is a 
powerful God but a practical God.

After some prayer, it wasn’t long before 
He provided me with the opportunity to re-
turn to Dundee to work with young people 
in parishes and schools across the North 
East.

It was a new post that came with no 
blueprint. A blank canvas to which I could 
bring my theatre experience and a new 
found zeal for Jesus and His Church.

With the support of the 
diocesan youth officer, 

Frankie McGuire, and my 
parish priest, Fr Jim Walls, 
I began to build something 

from the ground up

 For the youngest ones, I set up the Little 
Saints Club. Using songs and dance, drama 
and games, Bible-based media, arts and 
crafts, we would explore the lives of some 
of the saints in a way that captured their 
imaginations.

For teenagers, I organised regular youth 
activities, such as movie nights, camp-
fire nights, diocesan fund raisers, trips to 
Christian concerts, and local events tied 
to the liturgy, such as a Pentecost party, a 
Passover meal, and an ecumenical creation 
service for the Feast of St Francis of Assisi.

All of these helped to foster a direct link 
between schools and parish life by provid-
ing a comfortable environment for young 
people to engage with their faith and grow 
in their sense of community.

Youth work is integral to the life of the 
Church. Benedict XVI and St Pope John 
Paul II both identified that the future of the 
Church belongs to our young people.

Our formative years are so important for 
discovering who we are and shaping us to 
be the adults that we become.

Without support to nurture this crucial 
time, young people are more susceptible 
to the many mixed messages of the world. 
There is pressure to conform to a way of 
thinking that would make them believe 
that they are something less than a child of 
God.

There are so many joys to experience in 
youth work. One of the most touching mo-
ments for me was when a young person 
from the Little Saints Club invited me to at-
tend her First Holy Communion.

I remember hugging her teary mother in 
the church that morning and feeling that 
the grace God had given me had come to 
benefit others.

I am glad He gave me the courage and the 
opportunity to return to Dundee to under-
take this mission and also to reach out to 
young people who were previously on the 
margins of the Church and out of touch 
with Jesus.

One large-scale event in the Diocesan 
Centre for this year’s World Youth Day par-
ticipants reminded me of just how influen-
tial Catholic youth leaders can be.

Ten years ago, I sat in that very place dur-
ing my own turbulent teenage years and 
discovered Jesus for the first time during a 
youth retreat , through which I made life-
long friends and began a journey to a deep-
er relationship with God. Who would have 
thought that with God’s grace and the en-
couragement of good people, I would find 
myself in that very role as a youth leader?

A parish youth worker can easily access 
the families of the parishes and schools. 
Along with the clergy and parishioners, the 
youth worker can be a familiar face of the 
Church who promotes the joy of the Gospel 
and ministers specifically to the youth.

Call of the Lord was impossible to ignore
Youth worker RACHEL MURRAY has regained her faith and is on a mission to help Scotland’s children
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Then, through personal 
relationships and direct 
connection to the Church, the 
young people have the stable role 
of someone who can accompany 
them on their faith journey.

As with any ministry in the Church, 
youth work can be challenging. It carries 
a lot of responsibility, can stretch us to our 
limits and we can be disheartened by the 
lack of numbers that attend events.

However, in the words of Blessed Mother 
Teresa of Calcutta: “We are not called to be 
successful but faithful.”

Our Holy Father, Pope Francis said at the 
European Meeting of Youth Ministry: 

“Much more than promoting a series of 
activities  for young  people,  this  ministry

 consists in walking with 
them, accompanying them 

personally in the complex and 
sometimes difficult situations in 

which they are immersed.”

With these words still ringing in my ears, 
I found myself looking back on the World 
Youth Day in Krakow, where I accompa-
nied young people from across the diocese 
as a youth leader on their way to the home 
of St Pope John Paul II, the founder of this 
great event. The great saint—actor, play-
wright, poet and theologian—who had a 
huge heart for young people, has a special 
place in my heart.

I loved this pilgrimage. It was a chance for 
me to draw closer to him and be reminded 
that, in the eyes of God, we are all just chil-
dren and the process of development does 
not end until we reach our true home.

Call of the Lord was impossible to ignore
Youth worker RACHEL MURRAY has regained her faith and is on a mission to help Scotland’s children
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Su-Ning (left) and Anna McCourt, pa-
rishioners at St Bride’s, Monifieth, travelled 
to India, with the support of their respec-
tive high schools, to undertake charity 
work organised by Signpost International 
and  Camps International.

Su-Ning reports, “One thing that really 
stood out to me was how welcoming India 
was. Even families and children who had 
next to nothing would still offer us every-
thing they had. When visiting the primary 
schools, the children would dress up for 
us and put on performances with dancing, 
singing and acting. The enthusiasm which 
they had for life was truly inspiring as it 
opened my eyes to realize that happiness 
is found even when there is so little to be 
offered. The children would then take us 
around the school and show us their class-
rooms which were very basic with benches 
and a blackboard at the front. However this 
did not slow down their learning as they 
proved to be very hardworking.”

“When they showed us their work it was 
similar to what I was doing in school and 
they were at least three years younger than 
me! During our time, we helped plant fruit 

trees for the schools in order for them to 
sell and make money to provide for their 
family. One woman we visited lived by her-
self with four children in a tiny hut made of 
mud and straw. Her husband had run away 
and left her to feed and look after the chil-
dren alone. It was heart breaking, especially 
when witnessing poverty like I have never 
seen before. The only way in which the 
woman’s children got food was by going to 
school and having one meal per day. This in 
turn made them very weak and malnour-
ished which hinders their learning.”

“This type of life is found throughout In-
dia and the least we could do to help was 
provide support and assistance. Every night 
I pray for these families all around India, in 
the hope that they can feel God’s presence 
every day.”

Many parishes will fondly remember the 
visits of Sister Aloysius, during which she 
would make an appeal for prayer and fi-
nances for the Lawside Romanian Project. 
Following Sr Aloysius’ death two years ago, 
her work is still very much alive in the Bu-
dimex Hospital in Bucharest.  My daughter, 
Lyndsey, and I had the good fortune to be 
able to spend three weeks there in July this 
year working with some of Sister’s most 
loved patients, the “abandoned babies”.

    
The project is organised now by Raluca 

Tanase, a young Romanian woman who is 
employed by the hospital as a Social Worker 
and who also spends a great deal of her own 
time working with the volunteers.  Raluca is 
in the process of modernising and improv-
ing many of the facilities for the children 
and their parents who stay with them at the 
hospital. She also raises money to provide 
clothing, nappies and other necessities for 
the abandoned children.

The children are all very well cared for 
and are always kept clean and comfortable.  
However, money is still needed to fund 
the craft activities undertaken by the vol-
unteers to provide a little bit of respite for 
the parents.  In addition, they need money 
to continue to improve the hospital facili-
ties which are extremely basic. Items such 
as soap and toilet paper are not provided 
for the patients so the parents have to bring 
these with them.  

Fr Colin Golden, Our Lady of Lourdes, 
Perth, continues to support the hospi-
tal by selling gift certificates at Christmas 
and accepting donations at any time.  He 
visits regularly and keeps an eye on Sister’s 
other outreach initiatives such as the four 
abandoned boys she set up a home for with 
adoptive parents, and also the “meals on 
wheels” project which still provides a hot 
meal every day for about a dozen elderly 
people.

Started over 20 years ago by two nuns 
in their 60s, the Romanian Project is still 
firmly on the go.  I think Sr Aloysius and 
Sr Mary Theresa would be very happy with 
how it is currently running and would be 
delighted to know that people are still inter-
ested in supporting it and watching it grow.

Michael Bruce (second left) has travelled to Lourdes for many years as a pilgrim with the 
diocese. He has cerebral palsy. He plays for the Logie Club Pool Team in Dundee. His team 
members presented £100 to Fr Neil Gallagher for the Lourdes Fund.

Pooling their support for Lourdes

Sisters Romanian 
legacy is in safe 
hands
Geraldine Johnstone, 
St James’, Kinross reports

Monifieth Aid Workers young 
are overwhelmed by 
heartbreaking scenes 
in India’s rural south
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BISHOP’S DIARY
November- December 2016

NOVEMBER
Saturday 12th   
10.30am-3.30pm
 - Day of Reflection for Extraordinary  
 Ministers of Holy Communion 
 – St John’s High School, Dundee.
5.15pm - Pastoral Visit – St Pius X

Sunday 13th
9.30am - Pastoral Visit – St Pius X
11.30am - Pastoral Visit – Our Lady of Sorrows

Monday 14th   
7pm - Holy Mass and Talk to the Catholic 
 Society of  Dundee University

Wednesday 16th
10.30am - Holy Mass at St Joseph’s, Wellburn
11.00am - Wellburn Committee Meeting
7pm - Holy Mass and Talk to the Catholic 
 Society of  St Andrews University

Thursday 17th
11am - St Mary’s Home Meeting – Monifieth

Sunday  20th
11.00am - Civic Mass 
 - Feast of Christ the King
 - St Andrew’s Cathedral, Dundee

Wednesday 23rd  
2pm - Meeting with Fertility Clinic,
 - Diocesan Office

Thursday 24th
11am - Meeting with Rev. Gillian Munro 
 – Diocesan Office

Saturday 26th
12 noon   Holy Mass at St Andrew’s Cathedral 
 – Friends of Blairs

Sunday 27th
10am -  Pastoral Visit – Our Lady 
 of Good Counsel, Broughty Ferry

Tuesday 29th
10.30am - Education Team Meeting 
 – Diocesan Office

Wednesday 30th
ALL DAY visit to St John’s Academy, Perth
7pm - Mass at St John’s Academy, Perth

DECEMBER
Saturday 3rd 
6pm - Pastoral Visit to St Columba’s – Birnam

Sunday 4th
9.30am - Pastoral Visit to 
 Our Lady of Mercy, Aberfeldy
11.30am - Pastoral Visit to St Bride’s – Pitlochry

Monday 5th
12 noon  Clergy Retreat to St Mary’s, Kinnoull

Tuesday 6th   
am -  Clergy Retreat to St Mary’s, Kinnoull
4pm - Bishops’ Conference, Edinburgh

Wednesday 7th
All day - Bishops’ Conference, Edinburgh 

Thursday 8th- Saturday 10th  
Apostleship of the Sea Meetings - London

Sunday 11th
11am - Pastoral Visit to St Clement’s Church   
 Presentation of Benemerenti Medal

Monday 12th
3pm - Holy Mass at Kilgraston School and   
 Presentation of Benemerenti  Medal

Tuesday 13th
10.30am - Visit to St Mary’s Home, Monifieth

Friday 16th
9.30am - SCIAF Meeting – Glasgow

Fr Tobias Okoro reports that his parish-
ioners at St Fergus Forfar and St Anthony 
Kirriemuir have planned  many initiatives 
have been developed to build relationships, 
restore confidence, bring spiritual healing, 
and create a happy environment for the 
people to celebrate together as a parish. 

Fr Okoro said, “The motivation is the firm 
conviction that happiness is the prerogative 
right of every Christian and no one should 
allow anybody, circumstance or experience 
to steal it away. It is believed that if a parish 
can celebrate and laugh together as a com-
munity, they will certainly be able to pray 
effectively together as a community also.”

“One of such initiatives is the Soup 
Lunch, which is held on the first Wednes-
day of every month in St Fergus, church 
hall. It is aimed at providing at least a bowl 

of soup, sandwich, tea and coffee to all pre-
sent, and also an opportunity to chat and 
socialize with others.”

“It is open to all parishioners and friends, 
Catholics and non-Catholics alike; and eve-
rything shared is donated by the parishion-
ers.”

Photo - Parish Council Chairperson 
Derek McInally (on the right), and Martin 
Korabiowski-Smith. 

St Fergus and St Anthony find 
‘souper’ way to bring people together

For thirteen years now Dundee City cen-
tre has been the venue for a candlelight vig-
il commemorating the passing of the 1967 
Abortion Act. 37 people supported the 
event which took place in the City Square 
during late night shopping hours.  “We’re 
heartened to see the numbers of people 
taking part in the vigil growing every year” 
said Clare McGraw, Dundee SPUC Secre-
tary and an organiser of the event.  People 
joined the demonstration from all over 
Dundee and the surrounding area wit-
nessing to 49 years of legal abortion in our 

country by holding placards with pro-life 
messages and images of unborn babies de-
veloping in the womb.  

The latest statistics in Tayside show an in-
crease in abortions from the previous year.  
‘Abortion can have a devastating effect on 
the mother and other family members.  
When the law was passed in 1967 it was 
supposed to be for so called hard cases.  To-
day, abortion is sold as a routine procedure 
and allowed up to birth for disabilities’, said 
another member.

SPUC Candelight vigil 
marks Abortion Anniversary
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Reporting on this year’s exams results, 
Kilgraston’s headmistress, Mrs Dorothy 
MacGinty said “I am absolutely delighted 
with our results, particularly for the Up-
per Sixth where every girl has achieved the 
grades to gain a place at her chosen univer-
sity.  Results for Highers and National 5’s 
were strong and I congratulate the girls and 
their teachers on their success”.

At Advanced Higher the number of ex-
aminations being awarded an A grade was 
an extraordinary 65.5%, the A-B pass rate 
was an impressive 90.5% and the overall 
A-C pass rate was 98.5% against 81.7% na-
tionally. Higher results were strong with 
girls achieving target grades across all sub-
jects. The overall pass rate A-C this year is 
92% against a national average of 77% with 
46% of our pupils achieving an A grade.

Our Upper Fifth have achieved com-
mendable results at National 5 level. Their 
A-C pass rate of 95% clearly outstrips the 
national average of 79.4% and impressively 

Head Girl Team (l-r) - Ruth Faherty, Iona Godfrey Faussett and Phoebe Reilly 
- straight ‘A’s at Advanced Higher

Kilgraston pupils are top of the class

more than one third of the girls achieved 
at least 7 A grades. Mrs MacGinty add-
ed, “These results continue not only to 

strengthen the academic profile of Kilgras-
ton but also celebrate the wide range of dis-
ciplines our girls go on to study”.

Pupils from Ss Peter and Paul’s Primary School, Dundee, were the hosts at this year’s Diocesan Education Mass in St Andrew’s Cathedral, 
Dundee. The event was attended by primary and secondary staff and pupils from across the diocese.

Education Mass Celebrates the Holy Year of Mercy


